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Your Performing Arts School
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Voice, Piano, Guitar,
Violin, Drums, and 
more...



 

WHAT WE

OFFER

Whether you are a beginning student or wish to 
pursue a career in the performing arts, 
Metropolitan School of the Arts has experienced, 
dedicated, and professional music faculty ready 
to guide you toward your goals. Our faculty con-
sists of accomplished, working musicians who 
specialize in individualized instruction and are 
enthusiastic about cultivating excellence in each 
of our students. 

We offer 30 minute and 1 hour private lessons. 
Our music teachers are university-trained and 
teach students of all ages, from beginners to 
advanced.

Classical Voice (ages 9+)
Pop & Musical Theater Voice (ages 9+)
Piano (ages 6+)
Guitar (ages 6+)
Violin (ages 6+)
Drums (ages 6+)

O U R  M I S S I O N

Metropolitan School of the Arts is a performing arts 
community, on a mission to change the world by 
inspiring and supporting students, faculty, and staff 
to reach their fullest potential as artists, 
innovators, and generous citizens.

Confidence Building

1-on-1 Mentorship

Creative Expression

Skill Development



Matt Nall | Music Department Director

Matt Nall is originally from Dallas, Texas. He received 
his Bachelor of Music from Texas Tech University and 
his Masters of Arts from New York University. 
In New York, he was a professional actor and appeared 
regionally as Gaston in Beauty in the Beast, Curly in 
Oklahoma, and Christmas Present in A Christmas Carol 
as well as others. In 2006, Matt accepted the position 
as Baritone Vocalist in the United States Army Chorus. 
Since then, he has performed all over the country and 
for various dignitaries and ambassadors, as well as 
every living President. Matt has been the Music Director 
for MSA for more than 15 years.

OUR

TEAM

Jacob Bennett  | Guitar

Mr. Bennett has taught music in Virginia public schools 
since 2017. He earned his B.M. in Music Education 
(summa cum laude) at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, and his M.Ed. in Teaching English Language 
Learners from the University of Virginia. He holds Level 
II Kodaly certification and Level I Orff-Schulwerk certifi-
cation. He currently teaches Elementary General Music 
in FCPS.



Heather Gifford  | Voice 

Heather joined MSA in 2013 as part of the voice faculty 
and was the music department chair from 2019-2024. 
She is now the Homeschool Director and Assistant 
Production Manager. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music Industry with a Vocal Performance 
concentration from James Madison University. Her 
performance credits include roles at Keegan Theater 
DC, LTA, and venues like Harrah’s Las Vegas and 
Holland America Cruise Line. In event management, 
she has worked at Venetian/Palazzo and Gaylord 
National. Heather is passionate about sharing her love 
for the performing arts and inspiring the next 
generation of performers.

OUR

TEAM
Howard Breitbart  | Piano

Howard Breitbart, a pianist, musical director, and 
arranger from Miami, FL, earned his music degree in 
piano performance from the University of Maryland. 
He has been a sought-after musician in the DC area and 
toured with “The Capitol Steps” for 27 years. Howard 
now performs with “The Reflecting Fools” and has 
accompanied artists like Norm Lewis at the 
Kennedy Center and Susan Derry at Feinstein’s 54 
Below. His favorite directing credits include Closer 
Than Ever, Carolyn Or Change, and Broadway Christmas 
Carol. He also recently accompanied Beauty & The 
Beast and Into The Woods productions.



OUR

TEAM

Matteo Mangialetti | Voice

Matteo Mangialetti is a Washington, D.C.-area pianist 
specializing in dance and vocal music. A student of 
Sonia Vlahcevic, he began his professional career with 
Richmond Ballet in 2006 and has since collaborated 
with leading dance institutions and artists throughout 
the United States.He is the founder of Little City Opera 
Project, which launched in 2023 with Donizetti’s Lucia 
di Lammermoor. In 2024, Matteo traveled to Italy to 
perform and work with singers in Aprile Millo’s 
OperaVision d’Oro program, accompanying 
masterclasses led by Millo and legendary conductor 
Richard Bonynge, who praised him as “a splendid 
support for singers.” Driven by a deep love of dance and 
the human voice, Matteo brings passion and 
commitment to every musical collaboration.

Maddie Hill | Voice

Maddie Hill is a Kansas City native and 2018 gradu-
ate of Oklahoma City University, where she earned her 
Bachelor of Music in Music Theater. After graduation, 
Maddie moved to Los Angeles and performed with 
the jazz trio singing group, the Satin Dollz, from 2018–
2020. She has taught voice for students K-12 and has 
worked for companies like StageRight Performing Arts 
and Bach to Rock. She later brought her passion for 
music and performance into the fitness world, working 
with fitness coaches at Orangetheory Fitness. Maddie 
is now the Regional Fitness Manager for OTF, over-
seeing studios throughout DC and Virginia. She loves 
combining her background in performance, leadership, 
and fitness to inspire and connect with others.



OUR

TEAM

Aiyana Pringle | Violin

Aiyana recently completed her Bachelor of Music in 
Performance from Virginia Commonwealth University. 
She is currently a violinist with the Piedmont Symphony 
and enjoys learning and performing new music with her 
duo partner. Aiyana’s interests include pedagogy, score 
study, writing, and working with young people.
She teaches students of all ages and levels, 
emphasizing the importance of incorporating activities 
and off-the-instrument practice. Her teaching methods 
are individualized, allowing students to learn at their 
own pace and explore what works best for them. 
Aiyana believes that a patient yet stimulating 
environment helps students work more efficiently and 
enjoy the music-learning process.

Julie Navarrette  | Voice & Piano

Julie has been teaching private voice and piano lessons 
at MSA since 2006. She also assists Ms. Sara and Ms. 
Aimee with music for Musical Theater 1-4 classes. 
Julie began teaching voice and piano at the Linda 
Young Music Studio while in college. After graduating 
from the University of North Alabama, she taught in the 
private music lesson program at The Potomac School 
in McLean, Virginia. She has also taught Kindermusik 
and Music Together for children. Julie works for the 
Metropolitan Performing Arts Theater, teaching the 
Junior Music class for the Homeschool Program.



OUR

TEAM

Irene Tsai | Piano

Irene Tsai is a highly professional musician who has 
studied piano for 18 years, has over more than ten 
years of performing experience, and has participated 
in several piano competitions. She has also had three 
years of accompanying experience with a variety of 
ensembles and soloist situations. She just graduated 
from James Madison University with a Bachelor of 
Music degree in piano performance, where she studied 
piano with Eric Ruple and Gabriel Dobner and studied 
with Narciso Solero, a past president of the Virginia 
Music Teachers Association, before she attended JMU.
After graduation, she plans to take a gap year to earn 
more experience as a piano teacher while preparing to 
apply to graduate schools to continue pursuing a 
master’s degree in piano performance.

Imani Z Spicer  | Voice

Holding both a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in 
Vocal Performance from the University of Michigan, 
Imani Z Spicer currently serves as a Soprano
Vocalist with the United States Army Pershing’s Own. 
Her recent performance credits include Highway1, 
Albert Herring, The Old Maid & the Thief, Patience, 
Ragtime, Into the Woods, and Barab’s Little Red Riding 
Hood. She has taught voice at the Aurora School of 
Music (Ohio), taught piano through the University of 
Michigan’s Our Own Thing Instructional Program, and 
worked with the Future University of Michigan Youth 
Ensembles. As a certified yoga instructor, Imani brings 
a unique approach to the studio—helping artists 
connect breath and movement to build a grounded, 
confident stage presence.



OUR

TEAM

Elycia Woodham  | Voice 

Elycia Woodham is a mezzo-soprano with a BA in 
Music from Spelman College and a minor in political 
science. A former student of the Metropolitan School of 
the Arts, her academic background has deepened her 
understanding of the arts’ historical significance. Elycia 
has received recognition from the National 
Association of Teachers Singing and was part of the LA 
Opera’s HBCU Career Comprehensive Program. She has 
performed at venues like the Kennedy Center and Salt 
Lake City Tabernacle. Elycia aims to continue pushing 
artistic boundaries and making a meaningful impact 
through music, with interests in jazz, classical, musical 
theater, and R&B.



MUSIC LESSON

RECITALS
Each year, Metropolitan School of the Arts’ music students perform one Winter Recital & one 
Spring Recital. Our recitals offer low stress and high-quality performance opportunities for 
students as well as entertaining events that can be experienced with family.

Private Music Lesson recitals are the perfect venue for students to show family and friends 
the results of months of learning and practice. Our recitals are organized and designed to 
eliminate “stage fright” and help performers build self-esteem.

At our music recitals, students are exposed to new musical styles and instruments. 
The recitals give students motivation and encouragement to practice and build skills in their 
chosen musical genre.

**All music recitals are held on site in our Black Box Theater.



Summer Music 

Lessons

Music Lesson Tuition

A fun and engaging six-week session offering lessons in guitar, piano, drums, voice, and 
more! Whether you’re a beginner or looking to refine your skills, this package provides 
personalized instruction to help you reach your musical goals. Perfect for all ages and 
skill levels looking to make the most of their summer!

A fee of $43 per half hour lesson and $81 per one hour lesson, will be billed on the second 
of the month for the lessons to be received during that month.

Private Music Lesson Recital Fees:
Winter Private Music Lesson Recital:  $15.00
Spring Private Music Lesson Recital:  $15.00

The fee for this package is $42 per half-hour lesson and $79 per one-hour lesson. The 
summer package of 6 weeks will be billed in full at once.

www.metropolitanarts.org (703) 339-0444 studio@metropolitanarts.org

If you have any questions, please reach out to us:


