
 
 

MAIN CHARACTERS  
ALL REQUIRED TO ATTEND VOCAL AUDITIONS  

CHARACTERS AND DESCRIPTIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
BASED ON THE NEEDS OF THE SHOW AS IT DEVELOPS! 

 
 
 

ANGER (strong actor, singer) 
Anger feels very passionately about making sure things are fair for Riley. He has a fiery spirit and tends to 
explode (literally) when things don’t go as planned. He is quick to overreact and has little patience for 
life’s imperfections. 
 
BING BONG (strong actor, singer, technical dancer) 
Bing Bong is Riley's imaginary friend that exists within her mind. He was created by her when she was 
three. As a result, he is somewhat naive in both his appearance and personality. For instance, he does 
not know how to read everything. Bing Bong's body is mainly made of cotton candy. Shape-wise, he is 
part cat for the tail and whiskers, part elephant for his trunk and ears, and part dolphin, though the latter 
is not so obvious. He cries candy when he's sad. 
 
DAD (strong actor) 
Riley’s dad has the same emotions as his daughter, but they all appear to be male and have his 
mustache. His main emotion seems to be Anger. He loves his wife and his daughter, but doesn't always 
understand them very well. He nevertheless remains a loving father, and when Riley admits she misses 
their old home, he comforts her, and confesses that he misses Minnesota too. 
 
DAD’S EMOTIONS (strong actors) 
Riley's father's emotions are all male (6 characters). They all have a brown mustache like Riley's father 
himself. The leading emotion seems to be Anger, who rules the mind in a military fashion as the superior 
officer. Fear, who addresses Anger as "sir", serves as his first mate, reporting their status and executing 
his orders. 
 
DISGUST (strong actor, singer) 
Disgust is highly opinionated, extremely honest and prevents Riley from getting poisoned — both 
physically and socially. She keeps a careful eye on the people, places and things that Riley comes into 
contact with — whether that’s broccoli or last year’s fashion trend. Disgust always has the best of 
intentions and refuses to lower her standards. 
 
DISTRACTION (strong actor, singer) 
Distraction is a brand new character developed by the MSA creative team and will bring an additional 
element of fun to our version.  She prevents Riley from giving full attention and causes disturbances to 
the flow of the other five emotions.  She is passionate about certain things and strays from the group at 
times but also provides a pleasant break in tense situations.   
 
FEAR (strong actor, singer) 
Fear’s main job is to protect Riley and keep her safe. He is constantly on the lookout for potential 
disasters, and spends time evaluating the possible dangers, pitfalls and risk involved in Riley’s everyday 
activities. There are very few activities and events that Fear does not find to be dangerous and possibly 
fatal. 
 
FORGETTER PAULA and FORGETTER BOBBY (strong actors) 
As Forgetters, the job of these Mind Workers is to go through the millions of memories stored in Long 
Term Memory to identify the obsolete ones and dispose of them in the Memory Dump. The Forgetters' 
appreciation of memories is in no way sentimental or practical, and is really solely based on how faded 
or strong a memory is. This leads them to dispose of memories one would consider useful (such as the 
names of US Presidents, or those of the fairies on a TV show) because they are faded, and to treasure 
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annoying memories because they are strong. 
 
HELICOPTER PILOT 
It is presumed that Riley's mother knew him at some point before marrying Riley's father, and that he 
had proposed her to stay with him. His memory holds a special place in the mother's mind. When 
disappointed by her husband, her Anger emotion is shown to mention the pilot frequently, bringing up 
his memory orb which shows him asking Riley's mother to "come fly with me." 
 
JANGLES (strong actor, technical dancer) 
Jangles is an evil clown who lives in the mind of Riley Andersen. He is imprisoned in Subconscious, the 
darkest part of her mind. When Joy and Sadness enter Riley's Subconscious they find Bing Bong 
detained on top of Jangles. After they rescue Bing Bong, they wake up Jangles so he can wake Riley up 
and allow Joy and Sadness to ride the Train of Thought and get home to Headquarters. Jangles will be 
the lead of the Clown Ensemble. 
 
JOY (strong actor, singer, and technical dancer) 
Joy’s goal has always been to make sure Riley stays happy. She is lighthearted, optimistic and 
determined to find the fun in every situation. Joy sees challenges in Riley’s life as opportunities, and the 
less happy moments as hiccups on the way back to something great. As long as Riley is happy, so is Joy. 
 
MOM (strong actor) 
Riley’s mom has the same emotions as her daughter, but they are all female and all wear her glasses and 
have her hair style. Her main emotion seems to be Sadness, as one of the main functions of Sadness is 
healing or empathy. 
 
MOM’S EMOTIONS (strong actors) 
Riley's mother's emotions are all female (6 characters). Her Headquarters is largely similar to that of Riley, 
with similar rounded shapes and flower-like cogs.  Her leading emotion is Sadness. 
 
RILEY (strong actor, technical dancer) 
She is an 11-year-old girl who turns 12 at the end of the film who loves hockey. Riley was uprooted from 
her happy and simple life in Minnesota and taken to San Francisco, where she experiences various 
changes in her life. Her mind is the film's main setting. The story is almost entirely told from the point of 
view of her six emotions.  
 
SADNESS (strong actor, singer) 
None of the other Emotions really understand what Sadness’s role is. Sadness would love to be more 
optimistic and helpful in keeping Riley happy, but she finds it so hard to be positive. Sometimes it seems 
like the best thing to do is just lie on the floor and have a good cry. 
 
SUBCONSCIOUS GUARD FRANK and DAVE (strong actors) 

Two policemen-like Mind Workers who are in faction in front of Subconscious's massive door. Frank has 
hair and no mustache while Dave is bald and has a mustache.  When Joy and Sadness attempt to enter 
Subconscious, Frank and Dave are busy arguing as one of them claims the other has his hat, to which the 
latter answers that the hat reads "my hat", and that it is therefore his. This doesn't stop them from 
noticing Joy and Sadness sneaking behind, and they imprison the two Emotions. 

 
MIND WORKER COP JAKE (strong actor) 
He is one of the two policemen investigating at Cloud Town in Imagination Land about the 
disappearance of the husband of an inhabitant (he had been blown away by Bing Bongearlier in the 
film). However, the person they are interrogating is suddenly blown away when Joy runs by. Jake wants 
to call her out, but he is stopped by his colleague who tells him, "Forget it, Jake. It's Cloud Town." 
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